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Area of Expertise:  Prior to joining the EPA, Dr. Houck worked in the biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical fields where he applied molecular and cellular biology skills towards 
identification of drug candidates for Sphinx Pharmaceuticals and Eli Lilly & Co.  He leads efforts 
within the EPA’s Chemical Safety for Sustainability Program is researching new, more efficient, 
ways to address managing the safety of chemicals, particularly in assessing chemicals for 
potential risk to human health and the environment. 
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Education:  

 B.S., Guilford College, Greensboro, NC; Biology, 1980 

 M.S., University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Chemistry, 1982 

 Ph.D., Duke University, Durham, NC; Pathology/Toxicology, 1989 

 Post-doc, Genentech, Inc.; Molecular and Cellular Biology, 1992 
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